INSPIRVATIONS
(the hybrid of Inspiration and Motivation)

The Secrets to Success?  
By Jean Wiley, Editor
“There are those much more rare people who never lose their curiosity, their almost childlike wonder at the world; those people who continue to learn and to grow intellectually until the day they die.  And these usually are the people who make contributions, who leave some part of the world a little better off than it was before they entered it.”  - William H. Sheldon
I consider curiosity a secret to success because in my mind, it is the fuel that drives us forward.  Curiosity is the unending desire to know more.   It is the opposite of resting on one’s laurels, the inimical condition to apathy and the antithesis of mental fixidity.  Being curious about the world around you is the precursor to “how can I improve upon what I see and experience?”  The power of curiosity is in remaining childlike not childish.  Can leaders and managers do this?  Absolutely.  People will follow a curious nature with more zeal than a puffed-up know-it all.  Many a new invention, software application and business process arose from an individual’s curiosity.  Success comes from ingenious thoughts; create something of value and abundance flows from that.
“If you’re passionate about what it is you do, then you’re going to be looking for everything you can to get better at it.”  -Jack Canfield
Passion is another success trait and a driving force of high achievers.  Passion is being engaged with and committed to your life and your role within it.  Consider the various networking events you attend.  Can you tell the difference between the individual who is passionate about his or her profession and one who is not?  Can you detect a discernable difference in a person’s energy level when they are passionate about their profession?   Passion is being excited about “what” you do and often stimulates others to action in the process.  
As there are so many aspects to success, I would like to take a moment to define what success means to me.  Material abundance is simply one of those things that make the journey more enjoyable.  But success also includes creative freedom, good health, enthusiasm and energy for life, fulfilling relationships, peace of mind, a sense of well-being, and emotional and psychological stability.  
That said, I wish each of you much success in 2007!

